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The Massschuseus
Cultural Council bestows only
six projects around the state
with its prestigious Gald Star
designation annually. This

the ¢ il J
The Art Complex Muscum un
Alden Street for its Japanese
Tea Ceremony.

“It's so incredible thar vut
of all the programs in the
whule state, they chose us,”
Laura  Ricketson Doherty,

com

of The Ant Complex Museum,
K3id.

The Massachusetis
Cultural Council’s Gold Star
Awand and an official citation
from the state scnate in fecug.
nitiva of Ihe designativn were
cach presented to the ntuscum
an July 6. Local colwral
councils amminate programs
thal they have funded over the
year. Lynne Smith, the fumter
chairwoman of the Duxbury
Cultural Council, nominated
the Art Cumples’s Jupanese
Tea Ceremony (or the award.

“The pruject has brougin
together the  extraurdinary
resources of tie Duxbury Art
Complex Muscum with s
commitiment to the Japanese
Tea Ceremnony, its tea hut and
garden, with onc of our best
teachers why has 3 remarkable
abilily to share her knowledye
and cnthusiasm,™ Smith wrnie
in her nomination of the Art
Complex,

The tes ceremony began
after Chandler Schuol second
grade tcacher Helen Fowler
returned frum a Fulbright
Memorial  Fund  Teacher
Program  funded by the
Japancse. Qut of the gver
2.600 applications fur the fel.
lowship 10 Japan, Fowler was
one of the 200 peaple aceept-
cd in the fall of 1999. A stipu-
lation of traveling 1o Japan
was the creation of a follow-
up plan designed o share
what Fuwler learned abmoad
with her classroom, her schoul
and her community.

Fowlee said the collabora.
tion with the Art Complex and

gnized

by State

e - -

The At Compler
left, Ralds the Gold Star
the Massachuselts Cyll
Japanese Tea Ceremany.

Museum's Director Chartla
Award presented to Ihe museum by
ural Councif In secognition of Jis
Second grade teacher Helen Fowler

Weyerhaeauser,

and lea master Glann Pereira hold he slate senale’s citation
honoring the museum for earning the Gold Star designation.

the  muscum’s  dircetor,
Charlie Weyerhacuscr, was a
aatwral parinership,  Smith
said for the past 30 years, (he =
Art Complea has hosted pub.
ic Japanese Tea Cercmunics
uy its Shofuan ar Wind in the
Pines hut. During the suouner
of 2004, this tca ceremuny
was tweaked to appeal 1o
more familics by incorporal-
ing origanti and scroll writing
with the progran,

Fowler cncouraged
Weycrhacuser to take (e cer-
emany onc siep forwasd by
allowing  the  Chandler
Schuol’s entire sccond grade
to attend.

“Charlie agreed saying “if
we start with the kids, maybe
kids will then bring their par-
ents t the muscum,’™ Fowler
said. “lie waated to attract
nore familics 10 the Art
Comples,”

In its seventh year now, the
srugram not only intrody

shows the chifdren 2n authen.
lic Japanese dance.

Once at the muscum, tca
master Glenn Pereira guides
the sccond graders theough the
art of the Japanese tea cere.
muny,

“The kids are stock stilt
when Glenn teaches, They are
so fascinated,” Fowler said, |
remember watching him teach
them during the first tea cere-
muony 3nd he was g0 guod
wilh them. | asked hini aficr
ke finished how oficn he
worked with children, and |
was shocked when he said that
was his first time.”

Word abuut the tea cerc-
muny has caught on, with
Marshficld  schools now
bringing their students to the
mustcum o participate in the
progrant.

*“The program is 3 wonder.
ful cullaburation between the
Duxbury schools and the An

Ity

the secand graders to a muse-

um, but Japanese culture as

well. Fowler said children's

laste of Japan begins at the

Chandice School with the
hing of a popular J

song called “Please Give Me
Wings" The school's ap
teacher gives lessons on origa-

steates the role that state fund-
ing can play in the develop-
ment of guality educational
programming,” a press release
feom the state culiural council
said aboul the tea ceremuony.
Even though the staie's
culiural council presented the
award to the Ant Complex in

3 ‘} i
Chandler School teacher
Weyerthaeuser about allowing t

Helon Fowler approached
he town's enlirs second grade

mi, while the gym teach

fo visil the mussum anpnually far the lea ceramany. Seven of

Fowler's tormer secand grad
Japanase song “Please Give

crawd on July 16. Lell to sight:

8 students sang the popular
Me Wings” In Japanese to Lhe

Chioa Swael, KC Wiltiams,

Fowler, Madetyn Sinnoit, Cammy Schilter, Lauren Haaty,
Christine Kates and Emma MacKinagn,

Fhewns by Join Longnaid

the middle of the

scven of the students from
Fowler’s sccund grade class,
autended the cvent, showcas-
ing what they learncd by
singing “Please Give Me
Wings” in Jopanesc for the
crowd.

“lt was so impressive and it
wasa'l 3 shon seng cither,”
Dohenty said. “ft was a tribute
to Helea and this wonderful
program. | really think the
kids fec! more comfortable
coming to the muscum now. [t
is 2 good introduction 1o the
muscum and what we do as
well as the Japanese culiere
and the 1ea ceremony.™

The Gold Star Award and
the state senate’s citation now
sit in 3 display case inside the
muscum. The final tea cere-
mony will be held on Sunday,
Aug. 27,2t 2 p.m.



